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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


А Harvest Of Love 


You know, a lot of folks say that May is prime time for weddings. And 
it makes sense: the warm weather is back, the spring colors fancy up our 
surroundings, and spring just feels like a perfect time for fresh starts for 
our romantic hearts. 

But what some folks may not realize is that the autumn season is 
equally fitting for tying the knot: after all, the extreme heat of summer 
has gone away, the beautiful colors are still there (but better!), and you 
get an excellent excuse to include hot apple cider (or hard apple cider, or 
both!) in the reception. 

With Lavender's 2019 Fall Love & Marriage issue, we set out to 
prove that wedded bliss isn’t just reserved for the spring and summer: 


we profile veteran fashion designer Sean Bolte and his fierce designs 


perfect for that special day; we meet Maxine Britt and her up-and-coming 
gender-neutral clothing line Mx Apparel; we learn about why Burl Oaks 
Golf Club in Minnetrista can double as a perfect wedding spot; and best 
of all, we relive seven recent rainbow weddings, all in their beautiful, 
heartwarming glory! 

We also follow Carla Waldemar’s trip to legendary Nashville, and we 
preview this year’s Minnesota Walk To End HIV on Oct. 12. 

And before we go, don’t forget! You can nominate an individual, busi- 
ness, or nonprofit that has done great work for the local GLBT commu- 
nity for our annual Lavender Community Awards! For more information, 
visit www.lavendermagazine.com/resources/communityawards and 


submit your nominations before Oct. 31! Е 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


"II Not Do It Any More-Until Next Time 


A five-hour wait? “My Flight” had assured all was well: plane leaving 
3:45, arriving San Francisco six-ish. Here, the board leers, “Delayed.” 

Your flight now leaves 6:05, arriving after 8 p.m. There’s not time to 
go home, fidget, then return. The crowd about you thins as they stream 
down the hall to board a flight to Detroit. You sit down, alone at your des- 
ignated gate. There are 263 books on your iPad, and there is a bar down 
the corridor. It is now just one o'clock. 

Traveling, you realize, is a lot like childbirth. Nature programmed 
humans to forget the pain and terror of the experience and push on to 
their next “vacation” with optimism and great expectations. Like a har- 
rowing 24-hour labor, one survived, you can dine out on travel mishaps 
for months to come. 

Like expectant parents laying-in bassinets and onesies in the first tri- 
mester, you've prepared. Watered the plants, paid the rent, clipped your 
toenails, and packed, from lists drawn up weeks in advance, covering ev- 
ery contingency. Your deputized friend has a key, will come tend plants, 
pets, and mail. 

At carefree twenty, you lipped a toothbrush and some underwear in 
a backpack and headed out the door. Old age—cautious maturity—re- 


quires fine-tuning, from head to toe. Now there are categories, and sub- 
sets. How many of each and why? Shirts: Three polos, two Ts, one (two?) 
long-sleeved /ight, one long-sleeved flannel, one sleeping. Jacket(s)— 
Windbreaker, one dressy, one casual—Can I afford a place swanky 
enough to warrant “Dressy”? Raincoat? 

Maintenance. Pills, a.m., p.m., counted into daily doses. PRN: Tyle- 
nol, caffeine, antihistamines, anti-diarrhea, Band-Aids, anti-itch cream, 
antibiotic cream, sunscreen... Glasses, backups, sunglasses. Everything 
used to fit into this bag. 

Accessories. Cameras: two bodies, lenses, ever-increasing in number, 
length and weight. Chargers, adapters, cords, cards, batteries... Harder 
to steady those long lenses, so add an ultra-light carbon fiber tripod. 
Just under two pounds. Insurance camera rider. Money borrowed on 
the credit card offer, fifteen interest-free months. Was my kit this heavy 
thirty years ago? 

Nature will erase the tedium, turbulence, and strayed luggage (never 
check the cameras). The bank proffers another offer, and you'll be off. 
'The memories will last a lifetime, and you won't have to send them to 
college. I 


Allloans are subject to application, credit qualification, and income verification. 


© 2017 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (3946303. 20048) 


Financial options for 
every phase of your life 


Whether you want to save for the future, 
secure a personal loan, utilize exclusive 
online and telephone banking services, or 
enjoy the convenience of our ATMs and 
many locations, we are here for you. Call, 
click, or stop by and talk with a banker. 


wellsfargo.com 


Together we'll go far 
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A Bolte Oi 
Inspiration 


Whether vou’re stunning 
crowds with vour burlesque 
performance or walking down 
the aisle, L’exquisite Reveal 
owner Sean Bolte has a design 
Ша make vou look 
downright fierce. 


BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Sean Bolte's passion for fashion and design manifested at quite an 
early age, and he had plenty of venerable influences at the time. 

“When I was young, I wanted to be either a Las Vegas showgirl or a 
fashion designer, and my favorite television shows at the time were The 
Carol Burnett Show and The Cher Show," said Bolte. "They were costume 
overload!" 

However, it wasn't just television that sparked Bolte's love for fashion 
design. 

“My mother used to make outfits for me and my siblings," said Bolte. 
*She was the one to teach me to sew, knit and crochet. The first outfit I 
remember she made for me was a robin's egg blue leisure suit. I loved 
that suit! I was fascinated that she could measure, cut and sew pieces of 
fabric into a wearable garment. I am still fascinated by the process every 
time I construct something." 

Earning a Bachelor's Degree in Fashion Merchandising and Design, 
Bolte then moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, where he met his future hus- 
band, holding a number of odd jobs before finding work at a local altera- 
tion shop. 

"Even though I only worked at the alteration shop part time, this is 
> Y^ where I learned about fashion design and garment construction as a 
Be.» i career,” said Bolte. “Connie Olsen, the proprietor, had formally been the 


"£a 


- = 


Continued on page 12 
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head of costuming at the University in Lincoln, and she ran the altera- 
tions of the very chic J. Braggs. Connie taught me the differences be- 
tween constructing clothes and constructing costumes. She also knew 
how to alter any garment. I think clothing alterations are much harder 
then constructing a garment from scratch and it is a lost art. People who 
are able to do it well are true artists." 

Bolte and his husband moved to Kansas City, where Bolte worked 
in retail management for 15 years, a job which eventually brought him 
to Minneapolis, where he met another highly influential person in his 
fashion career. 

“I worked with local burlesque star Elektra Cute at my retail job; one 
day I wore a jacket that I had made myself, and she inquired about it," 
said Bolte. "She thought if I could make a jacket for my myself, then I 
could make a burlesque costume for her and with that my career as a 
burlesque couturier was born. Burlesque costumes were not the direc- 
tion I thought my design career would take but I have enjoyed every 
minute of it." 

Bolte expressed massive appreciation for the local burlesque commu- 
nity's ingenuity when it comes to costume design, but also how it serves 
as a great representation of what burlesque is. 

“It is whatever you want it to be and what direction you want to take 


12 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 10-23, 2019 


| FASHION | 


the art of burlesque in," said Bolte. "It is all sizes, all ages, all genders, 
all colors, all everything! I just hope my little part in this community has 
helped someone realize their burlesque dreams." 

Bolte describes his particular fashion style as vintage glam couture, 
with a twist. 

“My love of old movies definitely has shaped my design aesthetic," 
said Bolte. “I am constantly trying to recapture those costumes and give 
them a modern and uniquely Sean twist. Elektra and burlesque [have] 
been another defining factor in my design aesthetic. I would consider 
Elektra a muse for me. She and I just work so well together and usually 
have the same vision on things." 

In respect to his design work, Bolte says that he's been warmly em- 
braced by the Twin Cities GLBT community. 

"The burlesque community here in the Twin Cities is such a wonder- 
ful melting pot of all things that make up our GLBT community," said 
Bolte. “I have done mostly costumes and clothes for female presenting 
individuals as that is my wheelhouse, but I have had the honor to work 
with a few male presenting individuals also. I have not done a ton of wed- 
dings, but I am always looking to expand my repertoire and service as 
many individuals in our community." 

For the designs showcased in this particular photo shoot, Bolte uti- 


lized 1960s vintage French couture as a jump- 
ing-off point. 

“I wanted them to be all about the structure 
and the silhouette," said Bolte. "This collection 
is very pared down for me, but I really wanted 
the fabrics and the shapes to be the star of the 
show. The colors of the garments are not the 
traditional colors for wedding attire, but I think 
that is what makes them unique and beautiful. 
There are also a variety of silhouettes from 
which to choose from. We have a jumpsuit, a 
gown, a bubble dress, and a mini dress. There 
are also multiple different headpieces and veils 
to choose. I think the way that I styled them 
shows they could easily live within the realm of 
wedding attire." 

The shoot was held at the Grethen House 
іп Edina—where Bolte works for his full-time 
job—and starred three local burlesque stars 
acquainted with Bolte: Dahlia Dulce, Nadi 
A'marena, and Elektra Cute. 


Continued on page 14 
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“Tused these individuals because I know they would make my clothes 
look beautiful, and I have worked with most of them before on numerous 
costumes," said Bolte. "They are all so great in front of the camera so I 
really didn't need to direct them. Emma Wondra was the photographer 
for the shoot, and they did a great job." 

“Emma was a referral through Elektra, and their style definitely com- 
plimented the clothing," Bolte continued. *Mary, the owner [of Grethen 
House], does such a beautiful job landscaping that having a shoot there 
was a no-brainer. Not only did we have the beautiful front and courtyard 
to shoot in, but we had the whole 50th and France area to work with." 

Having made a name for himself in the Twin Cities and beyond with 
his fashion acumen, Bolte hopes to make burlesque couture a full-time 
gig in the next phase of his career. 

"[ am working on a website as we speak and working on expanding 
my clientele across the globe," said Bolte. “I have had the distinct plea- 
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sure to make costumes for many of burlesque's brightest and respected 
luminaries across this country, but starting a business that is 100 per- 
cent word of mouth takes planning and patience. I have a full-time career 
as a retail manager, and I have a full-time career as a burlesque couturier. 
I have given 20 years to the retail side of my career and I want to give the 
next 20 years to my passion. I may not be that showgirl any more, but I 
can make damn sure that every costume I produce will make my client 
feel like one." 

To check out more of Sean Bolte's fashion designs and inquire about 


custom design work, visit www.facebook.com/Lexquisitereveal. I 


Photographer: Emma Wondra [demmawondra] 

Designer: Sean Bolte [Alexquisitereveal] 

Models: Elektra Cute ((athetesla.oftease], Dahlia Dulce [Adahliadulce), Nadi 
A' marena ((@nadi_amarena] 

Shot at: Grethen House Edina, 50th and France Shops 
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Maxine Britt showcases: her sender: палан friendly line 
of clothes that fits ane situation. whether its on the runwav ` 
or at a wedding. i. 


Want to give off an edgy vibe as a wedding guest? Try out this amazing yellow plaid skirt as modeled by Thar Jor'dan. Photo by Andrea Sawyer 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


“Whether we like it or not, everyone participates in fashion. We all 
get dressed each morning. And for transgender and non-binary people, 
getting dressed can be a particularly difficult and even dysphoric experi- 
ence." Maxine Britt, the creative force behind Mx Apparel, has made it 
part of her mission to make gender-neutral clothing that makes the kind 
of statement, and that exists outside of that ever-present and oh-so-imag- 
inary gender binary with which Western culture has been stifling us. 

Britt's passion for clothing has been a part of her life for a long time. 
“Гуе had an interest in fashion since I was very young,” Britt explains, 
remembering sewing tiny outfits for her Barbie dolls and watching Proj- 
ect Runway growing up. Her relationship with clothing and fashion con- 
tinued to develop as she got older: not only did she seek out learning 
opportunities, she also found that choosing the clothes that she wore 
each day filled a part of her that nothing else could. 

“As a queer person going to school in a suburb of conservative Ari- 
zona, some days were challenging, and getting dressed in the morning 
was the only thing that consistently made me happy. That's how I knew 
that I wanted to go into fashion." 

The label that Britt has since created, Mx Apparel, is barely over a 
year old, but you would not know that looking at Britt's achievements 
so far. The first big break for Mx Apparel was its introduction at FWMN 
fashion show Local Coterie. 

“ШЕ was an incredibly rewarding experience to see my designs on 
a runway," said Britt. Being a part of the show even led to the first ever 
Mx Apparel sale, which is a huge milestone in its own right. Since then, 


Britt was involved with the Planned Parenthood fashion show “Ready or Maxine Britt's lifelong passion for fashion led her to found the gender-neutral Mx Ap- 
parel line. Photo by Sophie Sissi 


Continued on page 18 
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Hot 2019”, was a finalist in the Fashion Scholarship Fund 
in New York, and had a pop-up show at a local boutique. 

After getting involved in the Twin Cities GLBT com- 
munity, Britt realized that she wanted to focus her brand 
on gender-neutral clothing. 

“I see it as a way to fill a need for people who exist 
outside of binary gender,” she says. “It can be a huge chal- 
lenge to create clothes to fit a wide range of bodies, but... 
that challenge isn’t unique to gender neutral apparel. [T] 
hat's part of why I love making gender neutral pieces. It 
pushes me to be my most creative and sensitive to the 
needs of my unique target market.” 

Once she decided what kind of clothing she wanted to 
make, her label’s name came naturally. On the one hand, 
Britt frequently shortens her first name (Maxine) to “Mx” 
in writing. On the other, “Mx” is a gender-neutral honor- 
ific. As Britt explains, the name “ended up being perfect 
for my brand—showcasing my community and me per- 
sonally at the same time.” 

Drawing from influences like Janelle Monáe and the 
popular comic Paper Girls, Britt has created a unique line 
of clothing that, while androgynous, still includes pieces 
like dresses and uses some stereotypically “feminine” col- 
ors. 

*[N]ot all gender-neutral clothing has to be androgy- 
nous, [but] Mx Apparel definitely is!” Britt says. “My de- 
signs are typically bold, through use of color or shape, 
and edgy, with metal details." 

When I asked if any of her designs would work for 
wedding season, Britt lit up. 

"Absolutely! I have a pair of pants, called the Double 
Cross pant, that create a folding, sculptural element on 
one hip. These pants are unconventional, but still easily 
dressed up. For an edgier event, I also make a long skirt 
in yellow plaid with two zippers down the thigh and a 
smaller folding accent at each hip, cinched in with a belt." 

With so much already accomplished, Britt continues 
to dream big. She will be releasing a new clothing collec- 
tion in February, which is heavily inspired by the afore- 
mentioned Paper Girls. Look forward to more gender- 
neutral goodness, characterized with angular shapes and 
a twilight palette. Mx Apparel will also do another pop-up 
shortly the release of the collection. Long term, Mx Ap- 
parel will continue to create clothing meant to help fash- 
ionable GLBT folx, especially those who identify as non- 
binary, feel more comfortable in their own skin and their 
own clothes. And if, on her journey, Britt gets the oppor- 
tunity to dress Janelle Monáe or Aaron Phillip, well, that 
would just be icing on the cake. For now, though, Britt is 
just happy to finish her last year at the U of M and and put 
the final touches on her latest collection. 

Make sure you follow Mx Apparel (@mxapparelde- 
sign on Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook), so you will be 
the first to see all the forthcoming designs. If you want to 
order a (possibly customized) piece of Mx Apparel, you 
can do that through www.mxappareldesign.com. li 
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With Mx Apparel, you can feel like yourself and look damn good doing it in any situa- 
tion. Photo by Josh Stokes, modeled by Shannon Lee 


NEW GILD 


We're here for you. 


We have answers to your health plan 
questions — in more than 200 languages. 


UCare has plans for everyone. 
Get started at ucare.org. сөе 

- Full Custom Jewelry 

- Trusted and Award Winning Talent 
- Gallery of Independent Artisan Jewelry 
ТРЕТИЯ ос осаге - Expert EE and Repair 
Individual & Family әс " Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 
4300 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 
www.newgild.com 


Medicare people powered health plans 


Your Wedding. Every Moment. 
Every Detail. 


* Authentic 
Louisiana 
Gajun food Ын 
All-Inclusive 

Wedding Package 


Call for Details. 


« Freshest 
seafood in town 


Dine-in or takeout 
Delivery by DoorDash, Bitesquad and Uber Eats 


reasonably priced and accommodating wedding & event venues. 


952.934.1524 Weddings.ChanhassenDT.com 
501 West 78th Street Chanhassen, MN 


1931 Nicollet Ave Minneapolis 
612.871.2334 • 612.871.4107 
Online order: www.cajunboilingmn.com 
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Tee Ой at Burl Oaks Go Golf Club 


^m BY TERRANCE GRIEP‏ ج ج 


Burl Oaks is perfect for small gatherings to large receptions. = courtesy Rm Stephen Hamilton 


> Ar 


You are surrounded: by traps made of sand, by hazards made of wa- 
ter, twin perils that entangle the ubiquitous, emerald hills like crooked 
spider webs dotted with unwary, dimpled fruit flies. You stand intently, 
your back to a hushed, expectant crowd. They await the effort you’re 
about to expel, their breath bated, many wondering if you have what it 
takes to come through in the clutch. 

Thinking breezy, cross-cut thoughts, or at least trying to, you com- 
mand your body to become a singular amalgam of tension and relax- 
ation, of zen and ambition, hips loose and feet tight. The next moment 
stretches lushly before you, waiting for you to define your future, to 
grant yourself your Happily Ever After. 

You've got this. You clear your throat, wipe the sweat from your 
palms, clear your throat again, forcing your heart out of that space. 
You're ready—really, finally ready. You've got this. You've got this. 

You are, of course, about to get married at Burl Oaks Golf Club. 

“Play. Celebrate. Enjoy." The words that appear on the home page of 
Burl Oaks Golf Club's website probably refer to that sport with the balls 
and the sticks and questionable pants, but those unsung lyrics might just 
as well refer to weddings hosted by that same venue. 

Burl Oaks Golf Club offers a full spectrum of wedding services, 
ranging from Fairy Tale to Vegas Drive-Thru and all points in between. 
“Whether you are planning a small, casual gathering or a large, formal 
reception, Burl Oaks has the event facilities for you," their website sup- 
poses. ^We can help you plan every detail of the big day!" 

This help and this planning begins by consulting someone like Ste- 
phen Hamilton, Burl Oaks' event coordinator and clubhouse manager. 
“T have been in the club industry for over thirty years,” he assures. “I’ve 
learned from the best and apply that knowledge in every facet of the 
events." 

So Hamilton brings serious cred to the marriage game... but so does 
the venue itself. *[Burl Oaks Golf Club] began to host outdoor weddings 
and wedding receptions in 1991 when our new clubhouse opened," Ham- 
ilton remembers. "The views and the deck attached to our ballroom are 
amazing features." 
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Burl Oaks Golf Club started hosting outdoor weddings and receptions in 1991 upon 
the opening of its clubhouse. Photo courtesy of Stephen Hamilton 


This is where the 19th Hole of your golf course wedding, more gener- 
ally referred to as the reception, often lands. 

“The Wenkstern Ballroom offers a warm and comfortable environ- 
ment for your event with stunning windows featuring glorious panoram- 
ic views of the golf course,” the website acclaims. “Seating is available 
for up to 150 guests.” This implicitly lends both members of the new 
marriage the opportunity to sharpen their avoiding-the-in-laws skills. 

This public bonding has been partaken of by couples of every stripe. 
“We have hosted two [same-sex] weddings and receptions in the last 
two years,” Hamilton reports. “In perspective, we only do ten weddings 
a year.” Golf scorers might be tempted to refer to that record as an eagle. 

And unlike golf itself, there is no off-season where weddings are 
concerned. “Summer weddings are warm and surrounded by green— 
fairways, tee-boxes, lush trees, flowers everywhere," says Hamilton. 
“Winter weddings are elegant in their own right. The views are still gor- 
geous white with snow and trees with no leaves. It looks like a winter 
wonderland—beautiful." 


Burl Oaks welcomes GLBT lovebirds to tie the knot at their venue with open arms. 
Photo courtesy of Stephen Hamilton 


Burl Oaks Golf Club can lend you various electronic implements 
which might set the mood or catalyze the celebration. Audio/visual 
equipment, large screen televisions, and liquid crystal display projectors 
are yours for the asking. And of course, no wedding not set on the echo- 
ey steps of City Hall would be complete without centerpieces, candles, 
and linens. Theoretically, golf equipment is also available in profusion. 

*We welcome all of our weddings and guests with a five-star memo- 
rable experience," Hamilton promises. “We guarantee that our guests 
will rave about their experience with us. We have the reviews and thank 
you cards to back that up." In other words, Burl Oaks Golf Club can tee 
up your fairy tale nuptials... but the Happily Ever After is up to you. Ё 


Burl Oaks Golf Club 
5400 North Arm Dr. 
Minnetrista, MN 55364 
952-472-7017, ext. 12 
www.burloaksgolfclub.com 


BurlOaksGolfClub.com 


Come celebrate your special day with us. 


Space availiable for 175 guests 


BURL OAKS 


mm w 


TICKETS: S17-S46 
BLOOMINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
ARTISTRYMN.ORG/A-NEW-BRAIN 


| JARTISTRY 


THEATER and VISUAL ARTS 
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ason N "RID d Kellan Baker say ‘I do’ іп one 
of Minneapolis’ most'unique wedding venues: the 
Trailhead at Theodore Wirth ı Regional Park. 


From Vietnam to St. Cloud to Min- 
neapolis to a dating app, Jason Nguy- 
en and Kellan Baker came a long way 
to find each other, but now that they 
have, they’re never letting go. 

“We both knew from the beginning 
that each of us could be the one for 
each other. After countless dates be- 
tween us with guys we didn’t connect 
with, we knew something was special 
when we met,” says Baker. 

Nguyen, originally from Vietnam, 
moved to St. Cloud when he was 
seven years old. After attending col- 
lege in St. Cloud, he relocated to Min- 
neapolis where he currently works in 
sales at Agiliti. Baker, who grew up in 
the small resort town of Battle Lake, 
originally moved to Minneapolis to 
attend the University of Minnesota 
and stayed to work in his current po- 
sition as a sales representative in the 
commercial architecture and interior 
design industry. Lucky for the happy 
couple, their paths crossed while liv- 
ing in Minneapolis, and their relation- 
ship has only grown stronger since. 

“We balance each other so well. 
[Im] a little more reserved, and Ja- 
son is more outgoing. We compliment 
what each other lacks, and it makes 
us both better rounded individuals," 
Baker says. “Our favorite thing is be- 
ing able to laugh with each other." 

Baker proposed to Nguyen at their 
home while surrounded by friends 
and family for Nguyen's 28th birthday, 
and the couple tied the knot not long 
after at the Trailhead at Theodore 
Wirth Regional Park. 

"This building is newly built and 
has striking architectural features. 
We opted for this site because of the 
unique design and the ability to have 
an outdoor space that was covered 
from the elements in case of inclem- 
ent weather. A narrow pathway lined 
with tall timber columns along the 
building's south side created a perfect 
space for our small ceremony," Baker 
says. "Our reception was at the Theo- 
dore Wirth Chalet, just around the 
bend from the ceremony. This build- 
ing, again, spoke to us because of the 
architectural design. The Chalet is 
over 100 years old and was a perfect 
contrast to the ceremony, which was 
more modern." 


WDAIKIN 


any of our 
services 
with coupon 


HOME SERVICE 


Electric - Heating and Cooling - Home Entertainment - Security 


CLASSIC 
MODERN 
DECOR AT 

ITS BEST 


FURNITURE 
LIGHTING 
DECOR 
GIFTS 
2401 University Avenue West 


St. Paul MN 55114 
612.234.1201 


Open TH-SUN | 11AM-5PM 
MidModMen.com 
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The couple had an open bar and served a Thai buffet 
catered by Sawatdee. Baker says decor was kept minimal 
to let the design of the space do the talking. “After dinner, 
we danced the night away with friends and family,” he adds. 

Bert Jackson, Trailhead events manager of Theodore 
Wirth Regional Park, says Nguyen and Baker approached 
them with ideas of a special place for their ceremony, noting 
the lighting alongside the architecturally designed building 
provided the ideal setting for them. “We worked together to 
create the vision, and it was a pleasure to help them find the 
ultimate location for their ceremony," she says. 

Baker and Nguyen's wedding was the third wedding 
hosted at the Trailhead and the first GLBT wedding, but 
Jackson says they are excited to have more scheduled. 

“Not only is the Trailhead in a beautiful urban park set- 
ting, but we also have two entire walls of windows in our 
Great Hall bringing the beauty of the park inside to the cele- 
bration. Start your celebration in one of our several outdoor 
locations for ceremonies, from the location that Kellan and 
Jason originated along the beauty of the building, to more 
private green spaces of the park," Jackson says. ^Our recep- 
tion space, the Great Hall, has Douglas Fir beam structures 
and ceilings, as well as beautiful custom wood tables that 
enhance the natural feel of the venue." 

The rental comes with tables and chairs, a private con- 
ference room for customizable staging, and an outdoor pa- 
tio equipped with outdoor tables, chairs, and two fire pits. 
There is also a grass lawn adjacent to the patio, which Jack- 
son says provides a wonderful area for outdoor games for 
guests. 

"It was quite the busy day and lots of preparation lead- 
ing up to that one special moment. We both felt so happy 
to finally tie our bonds in front of our friends and family. 
After walking down the aisle hand-in-hand, we were elated 
to begin our lives together as a married couple," Baker says. 

For more information about weddings at the Trailhead at 
Theodore Wirth Regional Park, visit www.loppet.org. I 


Photographer: Mish Ellis - Lens on Records 

Date of Wedding: Мау 26, 2019 

Dating Since: November 2015 

Location of Ceremony: Theodore Wirth Trailhead Terrace 
Location of Reception: Theodore Wirth Chalet 

Cake: Cosetta s 

Invitations: Minted 

Music: Lens On Records 


OF ТЫЕ MONTH 
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Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 
| Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
• Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


DOWNSTAIRS ANNEX ROOM « Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 


alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 


GAY, | The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: 
g s - Blue Cross Blue Shield -Cigna 
LIONS G di - Health Parters - United 
-— «2 : Preferred One - UBH/Medica 
~ MUSIC BY DJ K- YES - United . MN Medicaid 
10096 : Aetna 


@/GayNineties © @@Gay90s B h f d 
408 S. Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | Goy90s.com | 612.333.7755 | righten your future - contact us today. 


www.pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 
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Nina DiAngelo 


"lacte of Kinque’ 
Red Queen's Fetish Ball 
102519 
Tiekete On Sale Now! 


KinqueSocialSociety.com 


Come Taste Kinque, Find Your Flavour! Immerse yourself in the I 3555 0 


amazing world of Kinque with OVER 400 other kinksters! Korean BBQ Minneapolis, MN 55408 
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hare how they 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


с ER 
3 


Perhaps if you asked Carleigh Rand and Athena Stifter 
when they were in the same 9th grade AP human geography 
class if they thought that they would one day share a last name, 
they would have told you you're crazy. But after going from 
classmates to friends to lovers, Carleigh and Athena Rand hap- 
pily said ‘I do’ in a wedding filled with family, friends, beer, 
and—of course—love. 

“We are both from Cottage Grove, Minnesota. We also both 
attended St. Olaf College in Northfield,” Carleigh says. “We 
both enjoy hiking and camping, and we have a goofball three- 
legged rescue dog, Junie!” 

Athena majored in environmental studies and is currently 
working on an organic vegetable farm, while Carleigh majored 
in biology and Spanish and is now in her first year at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Medical School where she is studying to 
become a pediatrician. 

After becoming good friends their junior year of high 
school, Carleigh and Athena say that did not foresee one day 
falling in love with each other. 

“It was not love at first sight. Athena was friends with my 
best friend and didn't think much of me until later! We initially 
bonded over having the same taste in music,” Carleigh says. 
“We became very good friends before even considering dating, 
which didn’t come until after graduating high school.” 

With a first date at the ever-romantic ice castles in Stillwa- 
ter, Carleigh knew she had to propose to Athena in a recreation 
of their very first date together. 


Lakes | Sotheby’s 


INTERNATIONAL REALTY 


2 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,427 sqft | Listed at: $675,000 
Exceptional home in a high demand Lake Harriet neighbor- 
hood. Extensively remodeled, beautifully maintained, and filled 
with light. Lovely entertaining spaces great for hosting. Perfect 
alternative to condo living. Two Bedrooms, with an incredibly 
bold hotel style master suite. 2 Gas Fireplaces. Lovely lower 
level library/den. Plentiful closet and storage space. Large back 
and front decks, as well as a beautifully landscaped yard. 


Beth & Chelsey Ulrich | REALTORS® 

Ulrich Real Estate Group | 

Lakes | Sotheby's International Realty Lakes | Sothebyss 
748 Lake Street E, Wayzata, MN 

c. (612) 964-7184 


Starts With Your Private Lurcat Dining Space 
That Overlooks Downtown Loring Park 
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email: lurcat@damico.com web: lurcatminneapolis.com 


ST. JAMES HOTEL 
EST. 1875 
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“Carleigh recreated our first date in downtown Stillwater. 
We went and got sandwiches at the co-op, then we went to 
the ice castles. Carleigh proposed in one of the alcoves of the 
castle, then we went on the ice slides to celebrate! It was the 
middle of February and freezing cold. When we got back to 
Northfield, we met up with friends at a brewery and had a mini, 
impromptu engagement party," Athena says. 

“Our wedding and reception were held outside of Athena's 
parents' home in Prescott, Wisconsin. There were approxi- 
mately 120 guests. One of the pastors from St. Olaf officiated 
our wedding—we had grown very close to her and it was such 
an honor! Our wedding and reception incorporated a lot of 
green and wooden elements, fitting with the prairie and woods 
surrounding the site. Our reception was full of laughter, tears, 
and dancing!” Carleigh says. 

'The couple had a cake made by Carleigh's niece and do- 
nuts for all of the guests, leaving no sweet tooth unsatisfied. 
'They also featured a beer truck with all of their favorite beers 
and yard games, particularly for the little ones. “Overall, we 
had a great time with delicious food, and music and dancing,” 
Carleigh adds. 

“It was literally the best day of my life. I felt very surround- 
ed by love and support. It was the perfect culmination of our 
whole relationship and the beginning of the rest of our lives. 
There were a lot of emotions and our officiant, Pastor Katie, 
delivered a beautiful message," Athena says. 

Carleigh agrees that it was the best day of her life. Though 
she isn't big on crowds, she says she didn't mind being the cen- 
ter of attention, as long as it meant standing by Athena's side. 

"It was so incredible! I just couldn't stop smiling. I was 
surprised at how at ease I felt the entire day—I’m not much 
for being in front of crowds, but all I could think about was 
how happy I felt to be marrying the love of my life, and be 
surrounded by family and friends who loved and cared for us,” 
Carleigh says. 

Because the couple have known each other since 9th grade, 
Athena says things like trust and understanding come easily to 
them in their marriage. 

“My favorite thing about our relationship is that I can trust 
Carleigh 100 percent. I’ve known her forever, and at the same 
time, we get to learn so much about each other and grow to- 
gether," Athena says. “We challenge each other to be our best 
selves." 

“I think we really just get each other. We're very much on 
the same wavelength and can communicate well," Carleigh 
adds. I 


Photographer: Melissa Hesse of Rivets and Roses 

Date of Wedding: June 15, 2019 

Dating Since: June 2014 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: Private property in Prescott, 
WI 

Florist: Terri Uy-Lennon 

Stylist: Kaytie Rouse [Athena s hair] / Ficocellos (Carleigh s hair] 
Cake: Donuts by Dorothy Ann Bakery [our 10 y/o niece made the 

cake] 

Invitations: Michelle Huber Photography 

Music: Adagio 
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PRODUCED BY CHRIS TARBOX 


LARISSA ROSE 
AND EMILY 
LYNN PHELPS 
WOEBKENBERG 


Photographer: Lisa Quinlan 
at Gray Duck Studios 
Date of Wedding: Sept. 1, 2019 
Dating Since: July 6, 2017 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Bar and Cafe Lurcat 
Wedding Coordinator: Jon Veda 
Cake: Cafe and Bar Lurcat 
Invitations: Minted 
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、 DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS” 
BEST DOG DAYCARE 
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annual GLBT guide WWW.DTDOGS.COM 


featuring GLBT-friendly FACEBOOK. COM/DOWNTOWN-DOBS-DOG-DAYCARE-AND-BOARDING 
businesses, organizations 
and wedding resources. 
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JAMES BALLENTINE Тһе place to be in Minneapolis for live 
music and entertainment, for EVERYONE. 
OW n 2916 Lyndale Ave. S. | Minneapolis, MN 55408 
VW ` 
Check calendar online for more upcoming shows and events! 


Karaoke Rok ; QS 
Nightly Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays 
at 9pm 6:30pm 10pm 6:30pm 


DALE WATSON HALLOWEEN 


MARK MALLMAN § AUTOTUNE KARAOKE BURLESQUE 


9PM $10 10PM Free to get in 


7PM $18 8PM Free to get in 


Pulltabs * Live Music * Food & Drinks * Welcoming Vibe 
"We're Not Your Typical VFW" 


Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 


Ending Valeria en in Minnesota 
= We help prevent homelessness by providing: 
|: - Transitional and Permanent Housing 
А | "Legal Information, Assistance and Advice 
NaN | * “Employment Services 
ң 


A If you're a Vet in need of these ` 
"3 resources, 
or if you know of a Vet 

in need, please call 
1-833-222-(MACV)6228. 


een Assistance Council for Veterans | 1000 University Ave. St. Paul | MAC-V.org 
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TRAVEL | BY GARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS BY GARLA WALDEMAR 


Appropriate for the Athens of the South, this replica of the Parthenon was built for the 1897 Exposition in Nashville. 


Nashville & Beyond 


Im not one to point to Queen Victoria as a 
monarch of good taste. The queen was known 
for denouncing pleasurable entertainments 
in the name of morality, yet—after hearing a 
performance of the visiting Fisk Jubilee Sing- 
ers from Nashville—she broke stride to praise 
their hometown, calling it a “music city.” 

The nickname has become town’s tagline. 
This magnet for country music boasts one 
hundred new residents. Per. Day. Songwrit- 
ers, singers and strummers pour in, along with 
everyone else, from their accountants to the 
bold-name chefs that fuel the high life. And ev- 
eryone yearns to catch a show—think Grand 
Ole Opry—at the Ryman Auditorium, a.k.a. the 
Cathedral of Country. You should, too. 

To come prepared, I got a little history un- 
der my belt at the Musicians Hall of Fame and 
Music. *Head nerd" Jay McDowell, a recover- 
ing musician himself, explained that its story 
encompasses all genres, from blues and R&R 
to bluegrass, pop and country. It traces the evo- 
lution of music on demand from "furniture— 
radios and phonographs—to today's device in 
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your pocket." 

Paul McCartney recorded in Nashville, 
as did Jimi Hendrix, who famously declared, 
"Here, everybody knows how to play together. 
Walk down the street and people are sitting on 
their porches playing: That's where I learned." 
So, needless to say, did performers from Roy 
Orbison to Johnny Cash... and the list goes on. 

We gawk at the museum's salvaged Enac- 
tron Mobile Recording Studio—“a dirty, old 
trailer,” says Jay, made of lead that magnificent- 
ly blocked interference. Look for the scrawled 
autographs on the walls. Then we pop on head- 
sets and pick up instruments (drums for moi) 
to "perform" onstage. 

Proceed to the Country Music Hall of Fame 
& Museum to trace this music's roots: Appa- 
lachian fiddle and banjo; European accordion; 
African drums. By the 1920s, radios brought 
it nationwide. In the’70s, the Nashville sound 
added strings and backup vocals to the mix. 

The tour continues at the fabled Studio B, 
where Dolly Parton cut over twenty records 
and Elvis sat at the very piano bench you're 


invited to occupy. Later, follow the neon ignit- 
ing Broadway, a.k.a. Honkytonk Row, crammed 
with saloons that offer live music (no cover 
charge) by the stars of tomorrow. 

History shines at the brand-new building of 
the Tennessee State Museum, unspooling the 
region's story through a Time Travel Tunnel 
starting eons before explorer DeSoto looted 
his way through; long before Andrew Jackson 
vaulted from here to the White House. The ex- 
hibit doesn't pull punches when discussing the 
KKK. The Depression that forced Blacks from 
jobs that white guys needed. The Manhattan 
Project of World War II. The trail of MLK and 
the Nashville sit-ins. 

The Parthenon is a symbol of happier times, 
built for the city's 1897 Exposition. Yes, that 
Parthenon: It's an exact copy, fitting for the city 
called “the Athens of the South." Inside, gold- 
plated Goddess Athena stands 42 feet tall and 
a gallery celebrates American painting from 
1850-1925. 

More (and better) art abides in the Frist 
Art Museum, an Art Deco belle of 1930 that 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Robert's Western World is regarded as Honky Tonk 
Heaven in Nashville. 


originally served as a post office. The show of 
Frieda and Diego reveals the It couple of Mex- 
ico in photos of intimate moments, along with 
their works. 

Proceed from there to my favorite art form, 
eating. And Nashville doesn't disappoint. It's 
won cred as the dining destination ofthe South- 
east, with outofbody experiences ranging 
from humble Prince's hot chicken stand to the 
elite, multi-course tasting menu at Catbird Seat. 
Acme Feed & Seed slicks up Southern staples 
like fried green tomatoes with pimento cheese, 
a terrific two-fer; redneck lo mein featuring col- 
lard greens and black-eyed peas; and ribs sided 
with mac & cheese, collards and slaw. 

Henrietta Red is a bright and cheery site 
for James Beard winner Julia Sullivan's small 
plates, careening from wood-roasted oysters 
and shrimp toast, Southern style, to heirloom 
tomato salad and beyond. At Farm House, feast 
on pimento cheese beignets, pig ears, and dev- 
illed eggs as super-starters, then pork belly 
with Gouda grits and peach chutney; country 
ham with compressed watermelon and pickled 
peaches; or local trout. Proceed to Josephine to 
devour duck fat hashed browns and Nashville 
scrapple among the starters, followed by duck 
confit, Southernized with black-eyed peas, or 
scallops with grilled okra. 

Punching above its weight is downtown's 
Woolworth—yup, the dime store whose lunch 
counter was the site of sit-ins and their brutal 


Resting in Studio B is the piano where Elvis Presley 
himself sat while recording his hits. 

reprisals in the Sixties, detailed in photos and 
a menu insert. Today that lunch counter (and 
tables) serve up tasty fried green tomatoes 
paired with goat cheese; pimento cheese allied 
with crispy pork rinds; fried chicken, Nashville- 
hot; and dime-store burgers. 

What led to those sitins? For insight on 
slave owners and their enslaved "property" 
that ran Tennessee's antebellum mansions, 
head out of town—first, northwest to Hender- 
sonville to tour Rock Castle, built by slave labor 
in 1783 on 18 acres given to surveyor Daniel 
Smith for his service in the Revolutionary War. 
Admire the original furnishings, including a 
locked sugar chest, a sign of wealth, and styl- 
ish linoleum "carpets." 

In Murfreesboro, to the Southeast, tour 
Stone River National Battlefield, where Park 
Ranger John McKay explains that Tennessee 
was second only to Virginia in number of Civil 
War battles. And this one proved even deadlier 
than that notorious Shiloh massacre. (Tennes- 
see was a divided state, and the last one to 
secede.) President Lincoln, John explains, des- 
perately needed a victory here to head into his 
re-election campaign. The bloody battle began 
at dawn—“the sky black, freezing rain and a 
cold river to cross." Every church became a 
field hospital—private homes, too. Troops that 
didn't make it fill the adjacent cemetery. 

Continue to Cannonburgh—Murfreesboro’s 
original name—a recreated village including 
schoolhouse, church, general store and working 
blacksmith's shop—and from there to Sellars 
Farm Archaeological Area, a Native American 
village of a hundred house sites in 1300 A.D. and 
then mysteriously disappearing three hundred 
years later. Today their outlines and mounds of- 
fer hints of the distant past. 

Nearby stands another recreated village, 
Fiddlers Grove, composed of 50 historic build- 


Want some authentic Nashville-style fried green toma- 
toes Stop by Acme Feed & Seed when you're in town. 


ings and a wild and crazy crew of re-enactors 
trying to sell you snake-oil medicine and en- 
gage you in a gunfight. 

Best for last? Could be. Steer south to 
Franklin for a don't-miss tour of two of its plan- 
tation homes caught in the nefarious Battle of 
Franklin. Carnton, built in 1826, claimed 44 
slaves on this 400-acre farm. Eric Jacobson, 
of Franklin Trust, introduces the mansion 
with an unvarnished message on the horrors 
slavery wrought, but also encourages us to un- 
derstand that these owners were "a product of 
their times, and their entire way of life was be- 
ing destroyed." 

Тһе beautifully-wallpapered bedrooms 
were used as the army’s impromptu surgery. 
Bloodstains still blot their floors. The family 
brought food, water, and bandages torn from 
petticoats to the wounded as bullets whizzed 
too close for comfort. 

The nearby Carter House of 1830 is more 
modest—built on 300 cotton-growing acres 
worked by 22 slaves. Once the Union Army 
charged, the slaves took off, says our guide, 
pointing at bullet holes that pierced the walls 
as the family huddled in the basement. Six 
Confederate generals were among the 10,000 
casualties that day. 

Y'all come see for yourself! To plan your vis- 
it, check out www.visitmusiccity.com and www. 
tnvacation.com. Ё 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 


advertising? lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOGIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesgquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, massage therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health 
Comprehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care 
from a multi-disciplinary team. Providing 
gender affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 


City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
or all. 

5 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 
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COMMUNITY GONNEGTION 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 
Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 


tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 


Paul. Offering PrEP. 
555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 
clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country. 
Listen on air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio К (КООМ) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcome. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring, and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue ОМС! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 

www.|ssmn.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 

www. visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

75 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Estimates 7am-Spme All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
DENTISTS 


Dent MITTS 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Call today! 612-225-2441 


Ari Lederman, DDS | General Dentist 
Invisalign® Certified 
Medical Arts Building, Suite 425 
www.BachDDS.com ЕЗ 


EMPLOYMENT 


Agency owner seeking talented, caring individual 
for full-time insurance sales specialist opening. 
Retain and sell insurance products and ensure 
an excellent customer experience. Base pay, plus 
commission. Email resume to dbartell(@amfam. 
com or fax (612) 338-5575. 


GUN SHOPS 


E. a 


HOME SERVICES 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED: 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 


and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


oWenscompanies.com 


952.054.3800 


Commercial & Residential 


LENNOX) 


WOME COMFORT SYSTEMS 
Innovation never felt so good. " 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 


LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB е P 


HOUSE CLEANING 


Whole House Deep Clean 


$199. 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 


MINORE Call Today! 612-669-1606 
WWW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


John) 
Arens) 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto‘ Home : Life 


* Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
ce: (612) 781-3454 


2 12) 267-7696 
7 hnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


763.535.4788 4 


davina@davinabaldwin.com | 


6262 Boone Ave.N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


Davina M. Baldwin 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


PsvcHOTHERAPY SERVICES 
for LGBTQI Individuals & Couples 


Fran Bieganek 
же MS, Licensed Psychologist 


franbieganektherapy.com 
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Walk The Walk 


The 3181 annual Minnesota Walk to End HIV returns 
Saturday, Oct. 12 in Minnehaha Regional Park. 


This year's Minnesota Walk to End HIV, 
previously called the Minnesota AIDS Walk, 
will take place in the same location as the very 
first walk in 1988: Minnehaha Regional Park. 
With a goal of raising awareness about what 
it will take to end HIV in Minnesota and rais- 
ing the funds to help make it happen, JustUs 
Health, the host of the walk, is aiming to edu- 
cate and energize people about ways to reduce 
new infections, improve care, and fight stigma 
and stagnation. 

“With the changes in medical treatment and 
social awareness about HIV over the past three 
decades, the Minnesota AIDS Walk changed 
its name to the Minnesota Walk to End HIV 
as a reflection of a real and attainable goal of 
ending HIV,” says JustUs Health spokesperson 
Paul Skrbec. 

Not only does the Minnesota Walk to End 
HIV represent a unified GLBT community, but 
it also represents the financial support through 
various partnerships. 

“This year's walk also marks a return to pro- 
viding financial support to a coalition of com- 
munity-based partnerships including Alive- 
ness Project, Children's Minnesota Perinatal 
and Pediatric HIV Program, Clare Housing, 
One Heartland, and Youth and AIDS Project 
through joint fundraising efforts," Skrbec says. 
"This strategy highlights the need for collec- 
tive impact by multiple partners to end HIV. 
We are all in this together.” 

Over the years, the Minnesota Walk to End 
HIV has raised more than $15 million for the 
education, prevention, and empowerment ser- 
vices for those living with and affected by HIV. 
Participating in the Walk to End HIV means 
you are joining forces with community orga- 
nizations across Minnesota to put an End to 
HIV. Funding from the walk continues more 
than three decades of work that provides HIV 
education, prevention, empowerment, and ad- 
vocacy, according to JustUs Health's website. 

“We ask that you register beforehand if at 
all possible, so we know how many folks to 


Image courtesy of JustUs Health 


expect," reads the JustUs event info website. 
“There is no fundraising minimum require- 
ment to walk and all are welcome, but the spirit 
of the walk has always been a grassroots effort 
to raise resources to make sure every member 
of our community has the support, safety, and 
dignity they deserve. Every dollar matters." 

Whether you're registering yourself, plan- 
ning on doing it as a team, or want to show your 
support through donations, be sure to share 
your participation with your friends and fam- 
ily and on social media. JustUs Health encour- 
ages walkers and donors to use *WeWontStop, 
#WeWillWin, #EndHIV, and #WalktoEndHIV 
on social media to spread the word and support 
the community. 

Partnering with JustUs Health for this year's 
Minnesota Walk to End HIV are the following 
sponsors: Lavender Magazine, Delta, Henne- 
pin Theatre Trust, Fairview, ViiV Healthcare, 
Gilead, and Twin Cities Pride. 

Registration for the Minnesota Walk to End 
HIV will be from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 12. The kick-off rally and warm-ups will 
follow from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., and the 1.2-mile 
walk is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
For more information, visit mnwalktoendhiv. 
org or justushealth.org. I 
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REAL ESTATE 


Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 
QoQQ 
[eyon 


* 612.381.3985 

© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
© GurtLarsonHomes.com 

© GalBRE #01974318 


HATHAWAY 


HomeServices 


Properties 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


2 BR Double Bungalow. Tangletown neighborhood. 
Hardwood floors, new appliances, garage, washer/ 
dryer, 4-season porch. Bus lines 18, 554. 3 blocks 
South of Minnehaha Parkway. $1400 + utilities. 
(612) 381-7163. 


TAX SERVICES 


(к " 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 

Ray Mohr 
Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


FA 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


IE /E-NDERS 


*7FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


THURSDAY 


NOVEMBER 7 ° 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


MAROUETTE 


Н O TE Ë 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES 


FEATURED NON-PROFITS: 


0,0,0 
Twin Cities Y x 
Gay Men’s Chorus 

"Жер 


the project 


PRESENTED BY: 
Tıto's 


AUSTIN TEXAS 


Unwelleo 


inspiration . trends . style 


ROCHESTER MAYO CIVIC CENTER MINNEAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER 


"m EU, i 


